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THfc hoi Upm of (he Ibllawin^ eeitiftcttles of d«bl, iseued Oy iur

Huile of Virginia, redeeibabio <.<. tin. Mil day of March, IW4,
Mltd within * period uOie*i«*dl»g fifteen years, Will ink.
uoucr that 14 th* (OMmiiiiviim fA* finking frtnd" created by «u
art of the g« nnal aasemhly of Virginia. p»M«d «hi (Ue tNKh .lay of
March, i«W, will procced. on the first «!.) ol April, 1666, u> re-

jreai (tic mm! certificates st tke Ucitsary ol Utti Common*eoltb
uloreMttitl The holders of suid certificates arc- required on 111#? said
Qr»i day of pril, i«» surrender the sent* at the onci o£ the second
auditor and, whether surrendered or not, Uir interest tiwtufi will
ce,a*e ou that day
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baring, Brother*, Co
Do ao
Do do

toward Meykr, ol l*ltn«tto«, in
lb« county ofMiddlesex,Eng¬
land

Ilo do
Robert Vjffjer, of Gantby Hail,
couaiy of Lincoln, fcngland..;

Do do
Mrnlth, Payne, k Smiths, of

!<i)Ad<iii, bunkers I
ho do

John Ferguson, ol Irvine, in
North illkmm ....]
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Do
ho
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Johanna ISciiaar, of ijcrinuny..
Mrs. Jane i< Orahaiu, of Wa«h

ingion city. j
Mum Catherine llaya, of lllcli-

iliond
Samuel Ford, *«f Richmond
Joseph Jachaon, of Richmond..
I homai* (Jociarlll. ovo., oi arc# L

wi lurtiiarw IHHnli^r.am,
iu Ifinatand ............. *...j

Mont Hon. Richard Mi-.y tuour
Conway, Man^uia of Hert¬
ford, in Ocai ftlritfiiia [

l>o do
Do da
Do da
Do do
Do do

L Nunnully
Uirkinfl, commil tow of

John flackiufl, of Briinnwlrk.
John Firgurton, of Irvine, in
Great Britain

Do do
flaxail, Brother*, fit Co., of

liichinoud
Alfred Uwii, of No lOfi Pic

cadiiiy. JLondon, e*q
Do do

Tazewell Taylor, executor and
lru«te« under the will of Up¬
ton Beat)

Arthur A. Moraon, upeeinl com-
miHiooner in the »uit of Hickn
h Moffrlia'a adMiiiii'raiot
ho do

A. A. Moroon and R. T. Daniel,
an coniiuiAiiionerti for the cir¬
cuit court of chancery, Ike.,
lie.

Jane B. <>iopton, of Glouceater.
K. J. Clopton, of Hichmond.
Robert R. Carter, United ntaten
navy

Hill Carter, of Shirley
li. A J. Clopton, of Richmond.
Haiuuei Reeve, trustee of Mr»
Ann Howard

Mi b Harriet E. Tate, of Rich
uiond

Edward Berkeley, trustee for
M'«. Ann B. Bi-rkeley

President and Directors of the
Firemen** Insurance Coinpn
ny of Baltimore

Mi>»n Margaret Wilson, of Nor
folk

Portsmouth Provident Society..
\or»olk Provident 8<iclety....
Portsmouth Provident Docieiy,,

Tho*e holder* of certiftcates who deaire to redeem by attor

ney must, if re*iding beyond the liiuita of the United .Stales, ac¬

knowledge the power before *ome minister plenipotentiary, charge
d'affaires, conHiil-general, coimul, vice-consul, or commercial ag* ut L
appointed by the government of the United Btates to any for« ign
country ; or before the proper officer of any court of such country, or

the mayor or other chief magistrate of any city, town, or corporation
therein. If residing ill the United (Mates, the acknowledgment !»?*
tbre a justice of the peace, notary public, or Commissioner of deeds,
appointed by the governor of Virginia, is sufficient. In all cases
the certificate must be delivered.
0. VV. CLUTTER, Auditor Public Accounts. ) The Commission-
H. H. PARKER, Register. > er* of the sink
ORC). W. MUNKORI), Hec'y < ommonwealth. > ing fund.

Richmond, Virginia, December 31,18b4.
Dec 31.dam

. Marshal's Sale.

IN virtue of a writ of fieri /acfcu, issued from the clerk's office of
the District of Colombia for the county of Washin>.'t<rn, and to

we directed, ' -'hall expose to public sale for cash on Wednesday,
the 28th of oruary next, at the front of the court hou «e door of
said com at 13 o'clock, m.f the following property, vlx: All Roger
C. Weinman** right, title, interest, and estate, (to wit: forty iwo

undivided equal part*, par value five hundred dollars "frsH)" each,)
in the following tenements *nd premises.that is to say, part of lot
No. seven (M7") in square No. 491, and nest adjoining lot No. H,
fronting twenty feet on Pennsylvania avenue, and running hack the
full depth of "aid lot; all of lots Noe. 8, 9, 10, It, 1*2, 13, and part ol
lot No. 14, in «aid square, and next u<1Joining said lot '3, fronting
twenty lect on uonh C street, and running back at right angles with
C street north the full d»*pth of said lot, together with ail and singu¬
lar the building* and improvements thereon, in square No 491, in
the city of Washington, District of Columbia, aeiged and levied
upon a* the property of Roger C. Weiglitinan, and sold to satisfy
judicial No. 3, to March term 1855, in favor of Mary E. Barney, by
Maxwell Woodhull, her next friend.

J. D HOOVER,
Feb 6.dt96thFeh

^
Marshal for the District of Columbia.

Cromwell'* Baltimore Steamithlp Line between
Baltimore, New York, ami Boston,

W1LI. despatch a steamer dally from Baltimore and New York,
and twice a week from Boston to Baltimore and Baltimore to

Boston.
This line nrTords one.mailed facilities to the busineas men of the

District of« olunibia. The agents at either point will receive freight
and five a through bill of lading to Washington at the lowest rates of
freight and no commissions charged. Application* for freight
promptly attended to by the following agent*

A. C. HALL,
f»iJ Exchange Place, Baltimore.

II B. CROMWELL,
Corner Washington and Albany streets, N. Y.

JNO W flCHANK.
Jan17.d3m Foot of India wharf, Boston.

THK ART I/NION OF LONDON.

Plan for the Ourrcixt Year.

fpHfcS list is now open, and every subscriber of ,$5 50 will be en
I titled to-
I. An imore«*ion of a plate, by J. T. Willmore, A. R. A , from

tti'* original picture by J. J. Chalon, R. A.,1* A Water Party
II. A volume containing thirty wood engravings illnstrating sub¬

jects from Lord Byron's poem ofM Childe Harold and
III. The chance of obtaining one of the prize* to In; allotted nt

the general meeting in April, which will Include.
Tlie right to select for himself a valuable work of art f; am one of1

the public exhibition*.
.Statuettes in bronxe of Her Majesty on Horseback, by T. Thorn-

eyeroA
opiea in bronse, from uu original model in relief, by R. Jefl'er

son, of*' The en»ry of the Duke ot Wellington into Madrid.'1
Htatueltes in Porcelain *»r Parian
Proof impres«ions of a large lithograph, by T. H. Maguire, after

lbs original picture by W. P. ». rith R A ,
u The Three Bows,'*

from Moliero's " Bourgeois Qenttlbomme.»
Honorary secretaries for Washington, V1e«*r*. Taylor Sl Maury,

book*etlers. July 34

ACARB TO IIOt'HKKKKPKIts.The subscriber b»>gs
leave to call public attention to his amorfm^nt of house iurni*h-

ing goods, which is now rendered complete in everv department He
bus recently received, in addition to his former stock a cheap and
beautiful variety of.

Cut and prtased glass ware
IMain white, gold band, and richly decorated French China
riaperior table cutlery, silver-plated goods
Lamp* and girandoles, block tin g'M»ds
Japanned ware, broune and iron go.nl*
Pire sr-t«, gas fixtures, basket* and brushes
Britannia wnre, iron atone China
Mantel and table ornament*, fancy articles, lie.

Altogether tor ming the largest eollection and best * sortmentefj
general h<»use furnishing goods that can be foui d iu Washington.
He hedges himself to sell as Cheap as can he bought in 'his or anyofthe eastern cities. An examination ef articles and prices is earn
estly solicited. C. W. ROTRLRR,

liee 10.eotJanlIron llali.

IpUKRMHIRTa AND OKA WKRS -Our assortmenl of"J warm shirts and drawers is now complete, and ban been re
pienished within the past week. Prices moderate and uniform, at

UTRV EN-»g
.IanV.3tif * dales-room. Brown's Hotel.

WHOU W ho In 1M», 1 pnrhef volnmr.
»» Dod's Parliamentary Contpankin fbr 1H55, 1 pocket volume.
Brtiisn Army List for l*&3.
British Nav» List for I8.V5
The Planetary Worlds, their Topography and Telescopic Appear-

anees, by J Breen.of the Carabri ge ibservatorv, I vol.
Blackwood's Comic Almannr for 185,%.
imported hy last steamer by Fraoek Tay'or, and this day opened.

OrilOOL BtMIMLM, of every description, at the lowest publish
ei s pnres. On sale at

TAYLOR fc MAURY'S
..M ® Bookstore, near 9th street.

POKHALIC nr t.*¦ %*+ \ c«»mrnodious four storv and attichin.se
I on I.1th street, east "ids, near the corner of D str*M. House contaiaa. twelve rooms, aod has recently keen papered and paintedtjmaghoat. Terms accommodating, and P'^ession given immedi-

rS' W'dfclt'W'nnillee. Treasurv f>enartmentOct II.dtf

KOtt 1HKM: WW A»U HOD I'M IIA L. 1 lMOttiv AND
OHIO UAILHUAI),

Ii/*yrotgd arrangement* Jot travel.tani channel of «cAarf-
ule.

1*Hi Isle ruiB|)ietloa of the (.'rutml < »hio railroad between Wbwl
I iug and Coluuibu*. uuilitig. a* K does, b> so abort and dir.-ct a

line, ti» Baltimore and O|»io railroad with all portion* of ttoe V% s»t,
(and North and HouiimiiM,) give* tin* route |[»-niiy iacrea#ed ad
vaail|t-« to through traveller* in thai direction. On and a l< Mou
dmy, November *27, , tin Irani# will o. run a* follows

t OK 1 HhOUGIl r tOdtNGEKS.
Two «at uiiim daily will run m each direction. First; the m»tl

train, leaving Caindeit station at 7, a. iu., ii »lead of « «»\ io< k, a*

tiitrvtofcft, («XCf(M on Sunday,) utid arriving it w heeling at U 40 a.

in. Secondi the express train, leaving at 5, a. nt.. inciead of?, p.
iH.i a* li*r*Jto#or*», and running through to Wheeling in hImkji 17
hour*, reaching there at IU 25. a. in. This tram will ¦top at VVa-ti
lugton Junction, S)k»»viile, Monocacy, Harper's Ferry, dartiii*
burg, Sir John's Hun, Cumberland Piedmont, Kow'ewhmg, New

burg Fetieriuan, Ftfinington, Cameron, and Moui.davith only for
wood and water and meal*. B«iu lhe*e train* make prompt and
regular connexion wun toe car» ol the Central Obit- road lio Cam
bridge., i&aucsvtlle, Nt Mark, Columbus, Cincinnati, Louisville, D*y-
too, Sau«JU»ky, Toledo, Detroit, Indianapolis, Chicago, flt. Louie,
<kr. tm leaving Baltimore by Hie mail tram Mill reach Ciu
einnaii h>» dinner n»n >.a> while by Ho- r.Apr» *s tram Uley arrivt

more al <9 the ui lt nlgui, being kept bin one night on the route by
ctlther tram.
i'g> rs for lite N'oruiwot, via Cleveland and all intermedia le

poiuts, can mak* a direct connexion Willi Ihe trains upon lb« I l»*ve
laud ai d Pituburg isilt«»ad at all turn - wlieu the Ohio i* uavignbit-
fl»r wieamer* between \V heeling and VV» lltville, by leaving Baltimore
in the mail nam ai 7, a. in.

Keturni u, the train* leave Wheeling n§ follow?: The express
tram at 4 3o p. m., reaching Baltimore at 9 50 a. m.; (he mail train
at 11 45 p. in., reaching Baltimore at 7, p. in-

Through ticket*, by bout from Wheeling fur Cincinnati, Madison
Louisville, St. Lotfis, nml other ilv r ciiirs, will be sold at nil time*

«lien the magi of water will admit.
Through ticket* between Baltimore and Wawhiugi'-n. and all Un¬

important cttiew ap«J iu Iht' W'aal, a*w iu«t4 «< tU* (Wket olhn*
at the company:

FOR WvY PAH-iBNOFEfl
The inadetrain, leaving aunlen station, will tukw pa«peugern foi

all the u.-uul Htoppnif{ placvaou the road. Keturniug, fhia train leave*
Wheeling nt II 4A, mitlmglii; Cumberland ul 10 15, a. m. and ar

riven at Baltimore at 7, p. m.
The t n-dt rick accomoiodatiou train, for Frederick and interme¬

diate places, will nturt at 4, p. in., daily, (except Sunday,) arriving
in Frederick at 7 4u. Hamming, will leave Frederick at H, a. m.,
arriving at Baltimore at 12 3n, noon.
The Kllicuii'a viill» aci-omuiodation will be run daily, (except

HundtiVH,) aw follow*:
Leave Cauiden rttaiion al 6, a. til., and 3, p m.
Leav KIiicoIi'h Mill* at 7 00, a. in., and b 30, p. in-

Dee 14.dlf

The New York anil Liverpool (Juited State*
Mail NteamerH.

h< Rjtum cutupriailtg Htm line are:
The Atlantic... ....C'apt Weal.
The Pitciftc ('apt. Nye
The Baltic.. Capt. Comstocft.

Theae gtiij;* inviti- lie n builk by contract ex

L _V,p; V pre««Iy for government service, every care haw been
.» their con^irttctimi, an also in their engines,

to uiHure Htreugtli ami -peed; and their accouuno-
datiouw for pasaeugers are uncifuall«*d f<u elegance and cmulori.

Pticn of patma#e from New York to Liverpool in Urat cabin, i) 130.
in second eahin,$|7ft. B-xclunive uweol extra «ir.e state-room*,
From Liverpool to New York, ik) and ^0 guinea*.
An esparn need wttrgeon attached to each ahip
Vo berths cr*.n be secured until paid for.

moFoitsif uiTiH or miUKu

Prut* New }\i*. From Liver poo*
Wednesday....«.Iiec i47, IfcM. Saturday D*c. lti, 1864.
r» eune^day ian. 10, l&>5. Haturday,..4 ..Dec. 3-i, 44

Vednesday Jan. ^4, 4< Saturday.... Jan. 13,1855.
Wedneaaay Feb. 7, 44 Saturday Jau.'27, 44

¦Vedneitday Feb.-Jl. 44 Saturday Feb In, 4t

Wednesday.... ..March#, *4 SaturdayFeb. 24, 44

for freight or parage apply to
KUWAKli K. COlaLINM,

No. 54> Wall street, N. V
BROWN. SHIPLEY, * CO.,

Liverpoiit
U (i KOHKRTH X CO.,

13 King's Arms Yard. London
ii. o. wain whigHT fc Co.,

Paris.
GEO. II DRAl'tift, ilavrc.

The vwui-ia oi these ships will not bo accountable for gold, silver,
bullion,specie, jewelry, precious stones, or metals, utiles bill* of
lading are signed therefor, and the value thereof therein expressed,

flee 17.dlf

L

W.lSltlNUTUN UltANCIi KA1LHUAU.

ite?itfMlllM
TVaim run at Joltowt:

HAVE daily, escf.fl Huudny, at « and 8|, a. in., and 3 and 5.
p in.

< in Sun Jay, at 0, u. in, and 5, p. m.
Leuve Baltimore al 4J^ and 9, a. in., and 5 and 8, p in.

On Sunday, at 4£, a. m., and 5, p. in.
1 be conneaioas with Baltimore riod Ohio railroad for the Went

are by train* leaving at ti, a. m., and 3, u. in.
For Philadelphia and N*-w York, at ti and 8^, a. in., and 5, p. m.

Por Aunnpolis, ai8)g, a in., and 5, p. in.

For Norfolk, at 3, p. in.
T. H. PARSONS, Agent.

Particular attention is called to the rule requiring a respouwible
voucher for any person ofcoloi who muy wbh to pans over the road.
Dec 16.dlf

NfeW kill Uf BEBUN, AN1> H.'tl'M-
a%ipto!V ijmtli» states mail steamers-

SUlffT1" Inp- coi..pr».aK this line are the WASHING
»%, * -apt K. M Fitch; HKKMAN N, Oapi. E. Hu»-

g.as.
These steamer'' *iop at Southampton both going uud reiurntng-

PROPOSED DATES OF S AILING- 1854.
Fiom New York. From Urei.i> n.

Washington... Saturday, January "W. February *J4.
Hermann Sa'urday, February'26 March '24
Washington........Saturday, March *25. April "21
Hermann Saturday, April -2*2. May 19.
Washington Saturday, May '2u. June 10.
Hermann Saturday, June 17. July 14
Washington ..Saturday, July 15. Augum 11.
Httriuaiii Saturday, August 12. September 0
VVasl ington Saturday, September 9. Octobsr ti.
Hermann ....Saturday, October 7. NovemberU.
Washington.. Saturday, November 4. Deewmber |.
Hermann «... .Saturday, December 9. December ^9

From Southampton to New York.
Washington.... Wedn'y, Mar. I Washington... Wedn'y, Aug. lti
Hermann 44 Mar. J\* llormuiiri 44 Hejit 13
Washington.... 44 April'2f» W;ishington... 11 <Kji Ii
Hermann....... " May ^4 Hermann.... Nov >

Washington.... 44 June'21 Washington... " Dee f
Hermann 44 July |9| llermaiin 44 Jan.3,1*55
For freight or passage, apply to

C. II. SAND, '26 South st., N. Y
C. A IIKINF.KLN a Co., Bremen.
M AKTI Mi AIJ, CKuSKKY, Oa , Houtbaruptoe-
WILLIAM ISELI N,llavre

Jan *5.dly
Mimieiiota !.Minnesota I.minxiesotn I

HLNKY M'KliNTY,
DEALER IN Rt~1L ESTATE,

Office, Old Pott Ofiire Huihlinf>} Third street,
ST. TAUL, M. T.

I.and bought and sold throughout the Territory. Money loaned,
investment* made to the best advautsgc, and

land warrants located.

aartaaNCBs.

Minnttoim.
Gov. W. A. Gorman,
lion. W. II. Welch, chief justice of Minnesota,
Hon. II- M- Mice, delegate to Congress,
Mice, llolling-diead, Al Becker, attorneys nl law,
Mewwrs. liorup h. Oaken, bankers,
J. T. Kofrer, secretary of the Territory,
Ame* Ut Van Ktten, attorn* y* at law.
Rev. T. M. Fnlli r»on, register United Mate* land oftWe,
Wm II- llolc«»mWe, receiver United States land office,
T. T. Mann, M. D.

Sew Yerk.
Gilbert Davis, esq.,
l)aui*l C urti«, e*r| ,

Gaptain A. Del'eyster,
UsAsrs. S. fbomp-on k Nephew,
Meswr*. Williams k. Guloa.

JPhilmdeipMm.
Joseph Patterson, es«| president ot Western Bauk.
Messrs Dr» lvl 11 (Jo., tiankers,

41 M. TaylorIt Co .
14 Freed, Ward, * Freed,
11 Bingham & Dork,
" Sttem, James k Co.,
" Bailey am,

Edward IIursi, notary publn ,
II. Messeh«*ft, attorney at law,
Jame* Kitchen, M. D.,
Will lain rttosver, e*q.

ATrir Or leant.
M» -r*. Bfowa, Johnson, a Co., nanker*

In-Kmburg. 0

Messrs. Brown a Johnwon, bankers.

50,000 acres of land warrants wanted.
Fsb 11.dx W'Jru*

.' Nalilrr'a'* Wliifi. Phllail*lphla.
JOHN V. SNIDLK. deab*r in wines at the former old-established
.I wine store of Jacob Holder, Jr N»» 76 Walnut *ireet, four dnofs
below Fourth «trect, whers cou-um'-r* will be supplied with wine*
and Liquors on the ino*t accommodating term*.

J At OB 8NIDKK, J a., agent for the importation of foreign wines,
office No. 76 Walnut Street where he Is prepared to receive <»rdeis
for th* special nii|>onatton of wines, lie., irom various house* iu Eu¬
rope, iu i|iiaoiitie* of a singlt* doaen and npward* and also solicit*
ft>r his son, John Yaughan Snider, the patronage of Ins friend* and
former castomer*.

All win*** delivered at Washington city by 44 Adams's Kxpr-ss,"
ffer of freight.
June 9.dly

|l||(KOL\TK, (nroa.aad ilroansi. W. B\KERacO.*s
i American and Vanilla Premium chooolaies. cocoa, sad broma

to which flr*i premium* have been awsrded b% the chief institutes
and fairs of Uie I'nion, ar< »r wile l.y all the pnactpal groceries in
the lTaifed Statm, and by their agents
HiimM k Murray, New York Grant and TweMa, Phtltwlelpfcia

ThOtnOa V Brundif** H*itlne>?e; K-nnet a laidkif, Cincinnati.
Ohio; and H. ftowrit. Of..rget«»v* M. D C.

WALTER BAKER, k CO.,
Ap3- dly fVtreheier. Mae*

FLORIDA CLAIM!-

Hoinw or KrrmtscjiTATiVMi,
February 23, 1855.

To the Ad%tur oj tkt (fnioti ;

D*ab bib: The publication of Hon. J. L. Orrs speech in
reference to certain Florida claim* induce# me u> request
that you will al»o publish the replies of Mr. Stautou of
Tennessee, and luymif, as well as the a<xoui,,,»i,yiug f,rr'«r-
pondence, which 1 deem important iu explanation of a

|H»int in the diseussiou not ami. ipated. Thin fhvor will Ik?
but an act of justice to my constituent*, and I trust yon
will oblige, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. K. MAXWELL.

liot'tUt or RlCfUIUtKkTATIVKS,
Washington, February 17, 1855.

Nib: It having l>een mated on the floor of the Mouse of
Representatives, iu reference to the Bast Florida claims un¬

der till- treaty of 181!>, that " those who alleged that they
had sum-red, and chose to present their claims, presenu-d
theui, and they were audited, and nothing was said or done
to protect the government from the most enormous frauds

being perpetrated," will you be so kind as to answer,
at your earliest convenience, the following questions, with
a view to rebutting this charge, or. if true, confirming it ?

[See interrogatories iu the answers of Mr. Voting.]
An early answer w ill gr. .tly oblige, your obedient sei

v*nl> A. E. MAXWELL.
McCUNt04.it Vul'xu, JhBtf

Washikotos, February 21, 1855.
Sir: In compliance with your reqaest, 1 have the honor to

transmit to you answers to the interrogatories propounded
to me by you, iu relation to East Florida claims for losses
of the inhabitants in 1812 and 1813.

Yours respectfully, McC. YOUNG.
Hon. A. E. Maxwell.

House of Representatives.
Amu t rt (if Mc CluUock } ouny to cerium ittfcrroyutvrut j,io-

poun'Ied to him by Hun. A. A'. Muxwell.
1st inquiry. Have you any interest, direct or indirect,

present or prospective, in these Florida claims?
Answer. I have not.
2d inquiry. V\ ere you not connected with the Treasury

department whilst the East Florida claims, uuder the act of
1834, were being ncted on? and if so, what position did

you hold ?
Answer. 1 waa chief clerk of the Treasury Department

when the East Florida claims, under the act of 1834, were

acted on by Secretaries Woodbury, Ewing, Forward,Spen¬
cer, Bibb, Walker, and during a part of Mr. Meredith's ad-
ministration of the department.

3d inquiry. What was the course adopted by the depart¬
ment in examining and revising these claims, to guard
ugainst improper payments?

Answer. The course adopted by the several Secretaries
above named, in acting on these claims, was invariably to
refer the reports of the judge of the eastern district of
Honda to some one or more of the subordinate officers of
the department, to report their opinions on the testimony
in each case, and then decide oil the award made bv the
judge.

}

1th interrogatory. Was not the scrutiny of the depart¬
ment just as thorough in regard to them as it was in re¬

gard to claims without previous adjudication?
Answer. Fully as much as if the testimony had been

submitted directly to the department.
5th interrogatory. What was the usual price per pound

allowed for cotton? and on what evidence was that price
sanctioned by the department ?*
Answer. To the best of my recollection, fifty cents per

pound was generally allowed for Sea Island cotton. In
some cases, I think, as high as seventy-five cents were al¬
lowed. The evidence on which the judge made his awards
was invariably laid l>efore the department, and, after the
most careful examination of that evidence, the award was

acted on by the Secretary.
6th interrogatory. What price was allowed for sweet

potatoes ? And do you recollect any instance where "from
$2 to $5 per bushel" was allowed for them ?
Answer. Fifty cents were general!y allowed. I remem¬

ber no case where from $2 to $5 were paid ; but, to answer

fully this interrogatory, I would have to examine even

case acted on. 1 have only to saj that no award was made
by the judge iu any case which he did not accompany with
the evidence before him in the matter. With regard to
the prices paid for sweet potatoes, 1 must say that if dif¬
ferent amounts were allowed to different claimants, it must
have been on the testimony taken and reported by the judge
in the respective cases. The claims for potatoes were of no
great amount.

7th interrogatory. What was the rule adopted by the
department in making allowance for crops prevented from
being made in 1813 ? Was it not done by the advice ol
the Attorney General ?
Answer. To the best of my recollection, an allowance

for the crops of 1813 waa founded on that of 1812 two-
thirds of this were generally, if not always, allowed for the"
estimated crops of 1813. As to any opinion of the Attor-
iiey General on this subject, I have no recollection, excepting
one by Mr. I.eg.ire sanctioning the principle f

Htl. interrogatory. Did the department in any instance
allow more than what was conceded to be, after the closest
scrutiny, the fair original value of the property destroyed ?

Answer. I cannot recollect an instance in which theSec-
retary acting on an award by the judge, allowed more
than the amount awarded by him. When 1 w.s in the
treasury, I believe every Secretary examined fully every
case before he directed the payment. The Secretaries al-
ways allowed the fiiir original value of the property proved
to have been destroyed.

9th interrogatory. Was i, not the practice of the depart-
j men. to recommit these cases to the judge for further testi¬
mony whenever any doubt arose as to the price or quan¬
tity of the pro,.erty.before sanctioning the award of the
judge, and do not the records show that the witnesses were

all cross-examined, personally or by interrogator, bv the
judge, and the commissioners to take deposition's se¬

lected and instructed by him, and was not the department
in constant correspondence with the judges whilst adjudi¬
cating these claims ?
Anxwer. The department often referred back casts to the

judge for further examination and testimony, when doubts
were presented or suggested on any joints." The con>,< of
the records returned by thejudge show, invariable that in
all cases necessary cross-examinations were made bv him
or under h,s direction. Frequent corn^potidence o^rred
between the department and the judge on the subject of
these claims.

J
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loth inten oratory. Aif you iftfr th»l .#/
ever entertained ft doubt ui to the caution or iutegiily i>l
the judge in proteetlng tkt inlrrMtl of the I uited States

Answer. None of the Secretarlee l>efore mentioned. at

any time, ever expressed to roe ft doubt ft* to ihe motion
t<r integrity of the judge iu protecting the interests of the
I'nlted Stater The Secretaries I refer to *re Se« retaries
Woodbury, Kwing, Forward. S|*nc«r. Bibli, W alker, and
Meredith, igtiuit either of whom no one but the most lie-

Lsotied 111 a partisan CM utter it word aflW-ting Mr|| honor or iutegrit\ iu the diM harge of their duties 0* h re- jj tarie* of the Treasury.
11th interrogntory. l>o not the records »liow thai most

of these claims arose from the n»ost wanton and useless
destruction of proj>erty?

Answer. The testimony iti the cases acted on by the
judge does certainly show roost wanton and useless deiOruo-
tion of property. 1 feel sorry in saying so, but truth com¬

pels me to answer the interrogatory.
12th interrogatory. Were not a large part ot these claims

acted on while yon were in the department ?
Answer. A great number, if not a large majority, ot

these claims v^ere acted on, and decided by the de|>artoicnl, jduring the period whilst 1 was the chief clerk
13th interrogatory. In deciding these claim-, was any

reference had to the treaty, or laws of nation*, by the de-
paiunrut; or were they governed exclusively by the
usages in regard to domestic accounts t
Auswor. in deciding these claims, so tar a. 1 can recul-

Tect, the department was governed exclusively by the
usages in relation to domestic claims. 1 have no rncollcc-
tion that wc ever looked beyond the acts of Congress b®.
fori: referred to, and the usages of the department. Indeed
I fee! certain that the laws of nations, and the treaty stipu¬
lations founded thereon, were not thought of, simply be¬
cause we considered we were acting under nets of Cou-
gres») and were bound to decide, as in all other cases,
where interest was not socially allowed.

14th interrogatory. Were the original records, or certi¬
fied copies of the petitions, evidence, and decrees sent to
the department?

Answer. Certified copies Were only s-ni to the depart¬
ment hy the judge.

15tk interrogatory. Did not all the Secretaries consider
that the judges acted under their commissions as judges ?
And were their decisions rejecting claims made final ?

Ansver. I canuot respond to this interrogatory other-1
wise thin by saying that the Secretaries did often revise
the awards of the judge, and reconsider decisions on such
awards, on arguments or additional testimony submit ted,
in all cises through him, (the judge.)

I have no recollection that iu any cuse was any amount
allowed by the department greater than that awarded by
the judge as the value of the property destroyed. When
the judge rejected ft claim, such rejection wits never re¬

ported to the department; it was final.there being no

power to appeal. McCLINTOCK Htl'NG.
Febbuaby 21, 1855.

Mr. 8TANT0N, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I will give
way to uiy friend from Florida when 1 have finished my
argument, for I am sure that 1 shall not be under the ne¬

cessity of speaking more than hall an hour in reply to the
extravagant assertions and arguments of the geulleman
from South Carolina, [Mr. Una.) And here I beg leave to
inform my friend from South Carolina that 1 have not
been deceived into making this report. I had before me
the representations of the present Secretary ol the 1 reas-
ury made in his elaborate report, together with a state-
rnent of all these cases. I have also considered the opiu-
ions of all the Attorneys General and all the Secretaries
who have ever examined the claims. I think I shall he
able in a very few words, and in u very short time, to
show gentlemen that all the enormities which that gentle-
man has-pictured are the creation of his own imagination,
and are not facts connected with this case.
Now sir in the first place, as to the losses, the assertion

of Mr. White, made in 1834. to the effect that these claims
would not amount to more than $40,000, 1 am at a loss to
explain I do not know what motives could have induced
him to make such ft representation, varying so much from
the facta ns they were subsequently established before the
indicia! tribunals. But, whatever may have been the causes
of that assertion on the part of Mr. White, they have no
control and ought not to have any eflect, upon the decis¬
ion of this case. I believe, from having looked into the
representations of Mr. White, who was extremely anxious
and ardent in his advocacy of the claims which origina¬
ted in West Florida, that his allusion was to those claims,
and not to those which originated in East Florida.

I wish now to call the attention of the gentleman from
South Carolina to the important fact that in 1849, after a

million and a quarter of these claims had been paid, the
Congress of the United States passed n bill to authorise
other parties who had not presented their claims in time,
under the previous act, to present them and have them ad-
indicated. Congress was not then ignoraut of the amount
which had been established by proof satisfactory to the
indues and the Secretary of the Treason-.

Mr. OKK. I concede that fact. The Congress ot the
I'nited States was appealed to by parties who had not pre-
Hentcd their claims before the judges, under the previous
act and it was said that, if those parties had good claims,
thev ought to be paid, even although the time had expired.
Contrrew simply Baid to those parties: Come in and prove
your claims, and we will do you the same justice that we

have dune to those who presented their claims in time.
Mr STANTON. Exactly. That is true. Hut Congress

did th.it utter n million ot these claims had been paid, and
with the distinct knowledge that such an amount had been
awarded under the previous law.

...Now Mr. Speaker, let me say a fow words in reference to
these "enormous" eases which the gentleman from Sontbtar-
oliua has cited here. These occurrences took place in 1812-
13 What was the condition ot this country at that time
Does not everybody know that a certain port >¦' Flondu
was almost the only neutral port in the world I oes not
uvervbody know that the staple productions of the coun-
trv and wpecially cotton, bore an Immense price at that
time? And ean my friend from South Carolina say that
the estimate put up n the cotton that was destroyed by
the Vmerican army.even although it might be fifUiu
cents tier pound for seed cotton, and titty Cents jier pound
for ginned cotton.was not the price current of that

""wain, sir, the gentleman from South Carolina ridicules
the idea of some of these parties having been reimbursed
bv th«*e judges for damages resulting trom their haviug
been prevented, by the operations of the American army,
from making their crops. VS ell. 1 submit n to ciery aw-

verin this House.1 submit it to every man of common

whether that is not just as legitimate an obfcet for
indemnification as the destruction of a growing crop Sup-
H.se, in the spring of the year, when 1 have just ploughed
mv laud, and got my seed ready to plant, when have my
negroes or hired laborers ready to perform the work, and
all mv contracts depending on it. an army marches
through the country, breaks down my fences, burns uiy
honse. and dm w away my whole force of laborers troui
the plantation, will the gentleman from South ( arolimi
<MV that that is not just as legitimate a ground for indem-
niiieaiion as if the crop had been growing f

Sir. it is unnecessary for me to go further u< reference to
thai point; but I tell the honorable gentleman thai if he
will examine all tlie proceedings in refereuce to those ca-c«

watch he has quoted, he will find tUat Mr. Secretary Wood¬
bury, before hv paid the awards, sent Uie paper* and the
testimony back to the judge, in Florida, aud ordered them
to take new testimony. ,. ,The gentleman says that the government ol the I mied
Status had no counsel. Now, sir, although the judges were

not bound to ol>ey the instructions of the Secretary ol he
Treasury, vet thev did, from comity aud deference U> trie

decretory,'reopen and take new testimony in everv camin
which S«"cre!arv Woodbury, or any Oilier Seoetary o ..

Treasurv, thought that .in unreasonable allowance Had
been made. < >u these grounds, if on no other, I "

gentleman from South Carolina is utterly pre* noU-d from
raising ihe objection that these < laiwauts havt h «a al¬

ready paid to theui a larger ainouut than they we.e enti-
t i»l "to The casta iu which the amount of award » -is con¬
sidered too large by the Secretary were sent bock tor re¬

examination ; and when the Secretary did <' * '* "lH,"
them, he allowed tbeee chorus, with all the testimony l«-for.
him, as just aud equitable within uw pt»»l»i#M o

treat v. Sir, 1 beg that geutlem in [Mr. UsaJ U> uoaer-

( stand this point of law which I put to him, a«d to e ery
other lawyer in the House, that it was not on i us

that the Secretary of the Treasury refused to pay n't' s

nut on the ground that Ihe parties had been allow mor<

thsu Um-v went eutltled to, not on Hie grouud t!i it l»' a»"

seaimeuis were extravagant, but the single grouuu, a»

dialed by Mr. V\oodbury himself in these words; Ap-
proved, with the exc» pUoo o lutorest, which, it ts t»heved,
Mas not been allowed in any siunlar iiase.

,I beg leave to retor vou, Mr Siwaker, to the letter writ-.I ten by Mr Spencer, wbo «u Secretary of the Treasury,)

and who had tbe decision of the* claims during his terra
of office. Mr. Secretary Sp«neer say*

14 I am uuite certain thai, in e»ro«idering the power . th«
Secretary to ren«- th. d«i»ion* of the jiMgetl« J1®**1 «*
claim* under the »bove acta, I did not take tain view the
II nextinn whether the measure of eo«.pen«tton for k»«»»u
in be found according to the role prescribed by the law of m»-
ttoni*. but rather regarded it a* a (jiwtloi arwing und*?i .»

¦et« of (V>ngre*s, and to be decided on the »aroe prinetp e
which fotwni in caw# ol claia* by oar own itlwii on our
own government. Whatever decision I m*de ou the que-tion of iutrreet on the Florida claim* had reference to |.r< ¦

tMtrrrit o«.r...,g ofitr <A, uu«rd««. »»>ir. or to the
allowance of intereet to and not u a meirare of com
peniation at the tin..' of the award for !o<»e« of prov^rtrand *o far as my decisions may be questioned, ^they are not to
have any bearing on the point* herein stated.
Judge Bibb, another of the Secretaries. says
" I rigned an order drawn ip by one of the o'erkj accord

iug to the form pravloutly observed in like ca*e-«."
Although I reml from a printed pamphlet, 1 have l«efore

me tin* manuscript letter* of these and other distingui*h
I ^er.tb .uen, Secretaries and Attorney# General, to the

""'.Now'!'sir, Judge Bibb .igned an order written by o*« of
tbe clerks, and he *ays it was a blonder, and that If the
miration had been brought to his mind he could not have
decided in that way. Well, how did Mr. Secretary \\ood-
burv treat these cam? Hs **>d "approved JHhth^M-ception of interest." This is his exact language- with the
exception of interest, which, it is believed has not be, n al¬
lowed in similar cases. That is th. whole thing Now
Mr. W oodbury might have intended the can*
to a.erning prospective interest as suited bY Mr f P*11''
He might not hare intended it to apply to the In en-t al-
l.w«l iv the Florida judges, and incorporated in the bod}
ol their awards. It is possible, and I might even say prob¬
able. that his order was misconstrued by the »cr°°n,'n«
o(licets It seems afterwards to have been tollowed as a

precedent without question, and with little consideration.' Vat. aware that when I quote the statements of these
distinguished gentlemen, made alter their retirement from
office, it will be .aid that malign influences have °P*.^upon them. There might be some plaUslhUlty
iection. if there w ere only one or two who had placed
themselves in this position, and if their well-known char-|ucter did not shield them from such an imputation hu
when there is such ft general concurrence among these .lis-
tniKUished gentlemen, the suspicion of their being iuftu-e3 by umlue motives, or controlled by a ,4tant and
> ielding disposition, become* preposterous. The lact must,
therefore, stand out as unquestionable, that most of thi
Secretaries who are quoted as having decided against the
present claims did not intend their decisionstohavelh.it

'"'The gentleman from South Carolina remarked iri the
commencement of his speech, that this ^to overrule the consistent action of the Trea.- dn I < part
menUrmn 1834 do« n to the present time. I do not so un¬
derstand it. It is not to overrule the department in any

ir Ur for, by the declaration of Mr. Guthrie. ... his n-

port whtch 1 have here, it is stated that the decision w

based upon the u»age* of tKe dfp*rtmrt,t, .& thf
,kfme cut*.that is. upon the suppoied principle t at th

department was not authorised in any case to pay interest
h was not a decision against the propriety and justice ot
thf allowance as made by llic jud^d-
Now Mr Speaker, let us look at this position for a Sing <

moment "Tbe department i* not authorised in any case
to i>av interest;' Well, now, the Secretary of the Treason,iccoril.ngff) the view of mv friend from South Carolina
in which view, however, 1 do not coucur-ivas acting as a

commissioner in deciding upon these cams, and not as <<-reUrvTX Treasury® He was acting us a judge as an

appellate tribunal, according to his ulea to review the d,c'si.ms made by the Florida judges. 11 ho was not act ,g
«, Secretan of the Treasury, he was acting under tin. Un\
of nations »ud should have been controlled by the prlnci-
Pies of pni.lic law which have governed the tn. ed States
. all siinilar eases, and which have governed no only
I'nited States, but every government ou ^'.mestiis oiearth and every court that has ever decided qucBtiajis oi
the kind as I have shown in my report, quoting the dec is-

ions of the courts and the action of the government in s.m-

''*Mr*CL1NOMAN. Will the gentleman lrom Tennessee!
ll.t ine state a single word before be sits downi

\1r STANTON The gentleman from North Carolina
will excuse me for the present. Kvery man who consider,
this case must acknowledge that if the Secretary had thellower to review and alter the awards of the judges tha
could not have been in his capacity as a mere miuistenal
naving officer. He was not acting as Secretary ot th.i he wan acting as a commissioner, or a judge
llis functions, which he seems to have confounded with the
ordinary duties of his office, were ol a wholly different
character. I do not mean to be understood an admitting
that the Secretary had any such authority under »

but 1 insist that,'upon the supposition of Ins having sin iauthority, he was invested with a new character and had
no right to applv the usages of the department
originating under a treaty. The great pnncipU-a of nter-
natioual law were the only principles u|>on whw.li his"S ot^t to have been founded. To repudiate hose
,.Ln.-,|,lra .low, wiMjn «h»««T !"««", '"Jt' oSTltawSl^r' " <* "" "'""V"'"

the &cretary of the Treasury, "who, on being saUafied
thaTu the Secretary of the Treasury) that the samejust and equitable within the provisions of the treaty, shall
pay," &c.

_Mr STANTON. Exactly.Mr' Olta '. Equitable and just' is the general,direction,and the controlling of that "equitable and just is, that

"ku1, stTJtok "t.£tyraw ."«»«;¦">\«ofCoiri'bill r*. ... .lie
that the position assumed by gentlemen hen an I
and attempted to be sustained by the decision» of the Sa
preme Court-namely, that the Seereary otheTre urj
had the power to review this case and to d,M ' "

( 0n,true-cunnot be sustained u^... any sound i;r' '< P .ot ^n ftrt.,*n 1 whull ureaentlv argue and bhow that evenwJr, of the Treasury had such an authority, he de¬
cided wrong that his decision is against every principle
that has been ever adopted in similar cases by eiery sort t>

tribunal But I snv that he had no such authority. And
i wke hat position on the very ground of the dec,.km
he Supr n,eP Court, or rather of the two dec,sums erf th
S .nremfc Court of the I'nited States, as Quoted In I pr""lr**eZ ami in the note appended by JuV Taney n tbe
case of Hale Todd, as stated in a uote appended to th
|.uoted it iH'ing a manuscript case and never rrpor
the judges could not act in the capacity of
Whv ' Becauae a commissioner is a judicial officer ot thegovernn,'lit, under the constitution He is clothed with a

sort of judicial power, and certainly exercises h ?h tunc-toJ a very important character ;
be nominated by au act of Congress. That is thf n cl o

the decision of the Supreme Court, as I l'nil"^in jthe case of Hale Todd, as reported In U Howard. Juug
Tanev directed the note to l>e appended to the re[K>rtof

man anil ,he court over which he prsaides, ,
,h, jrfaar'Si
» L^-2L.. b. K-i#.--";

vice and consent of the rn uate, Wore a party uui'
, I if function of his office. 1 appeal to every (,

whether this is not a

Hut, then, it may he said as Judge J
^ ^ t)e_the whole of these proceeding* are vol L
,

Uotnd ^f-;\t°bU0«J{V^ct 'congress hai the p^wer to ex-

- ^»ng the JU-rlsdictio^ of the F'lorida conru, in order to fulfil the
tn-atj obligation, and to determine th«.f eaaea by process
of law.

and

By tbe act of Congress the judg»* of the district cc
ii tfci Territory of Florida were authorised to makr

f tbeae jodge* aflerwarailidiudiratioti. One o! iueae
arid othar judges were appoinUxl nnder a d.W

,,U,o went on to adjudicate these cla.ms. whu h were set le
at the treasury. l>o«>* not this fact show that 1 ».
were uot apoointed commissioners in their WWew eaps-
ay, but that couiU they were clothed with

to de< ide these .«*« ? If this argument be sound. .

« a.natter of course, that the Se. reUryoi(the ^'>0, ould have bad no authority * h"tV'r,j cai*< Hious. If the Florida judge- acted >» thslroBhW-1;^a a court, then the principle is too plain ft r g
^ ^ ^au appenl ruuid not be gra®t*4 °, oolitlculSue 1. a thing W ould b. a^ ism in ^ ^ ,niiwhich vsauUie judicial authorltfln separate o

TO Of It aUBW HiukHs.

I'll* of aw |««m»ck will Ihk #.«.!.« *»<*¦ «*« vnNMV Mi*
i«H ||M *. «MM*« ** «4VAMA

l»4«Ni IHHMNSflto'* ttiMjr <*» tH'IMIf *? *!>'
which wtII Nt paid bjr Us, mud Alt n»® »

UMIvisit uflNMu

TV- i;«NIMTftV PAPKR * p*»tal»t»fc«* «H 4«rm* »*«. *».
*1 «o|rtM, smI «wi *^IU rfur<i»« lb* rfW».

Hab*« foi « |i*«nu4 kw» ilnitt . ywu wilt N rtwifiM
Wf»« prupttftioBrtf U> tht .(»«»» triNiuU t*t«t.

*t*TWASTKM are tint vnard to Ml m **»r | Uid fcjr
.ratting *. riv* DAIL Y niwr*, iruk $&<> «*«. '«.« w H»l
HKMI-WfCKKLV ««hiCi1Nr»( *(IA ftt tocHwd, «rtll M tfliitMM
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not in the eicrtifW# ti<*f»*rrnj#t>t*. But If tfer Drim»i>lr
w * re (iifl«*rent, « more uufcir ao.l ptrtkl tribunal for lb#
adjudication of interim!itm*l denutmi* could not br well
<fevt£Mf. Tb* rwy iMimct of * fun iotr nflUm m to rwn.«i
ail demaftfa and to pay only npen positive law settled aud
applied Kr othet authority.

Hilt wbnt was th. eOwt of the language used in the art
of ist:i, Jlrei ting tht- Swretan to pav the* sdiudn stioas?
tt gave authority simply to nee thai the c *,-s *ere iust|v
.nd equitably aithin ihf provision* of th* theaty. The
«umr authority U vested in every ministerial efHc*r wh.sie
duty it it to exeeitte the orders or indgroeuis of a court. If
In- attempts mi »m»l he in guilty ol fx an imprisonment,
unl^s the court had power to 1mm the puns. npoa whu t>
he arts He is hound to know. at hi* peril. thai he is not
acting upon an order which w *s beyond the authority and
jtriidictfoi of the court. Just in the nam* way, and to the
same extent, th-' Setretarv of tb« Treasi.rv ww ¦Mtbnritiiil,
by tb« law of 1833, to c.vatnim' the groumts and evtdem^e
upon which these were baaed, in oriter to ascertain whether
they were within the provisions of tba treaty.

Mr. <HiH (interrupting.) 1 have harricdii glanced over
the note to the decision to which tbe gemlviuan has di¬
rected mi attention. i do not think tbut Hie opinion there
«X|*r«Maa eon diet* at ail Kith th« opinion ^ivrn by Ohiet
Justira Titney. The tannd point tn.ide in tha note i* tins
" That, »i the a< t of Coa^ram intended to cunfrr the power

on the ciiurt*, n» a jadtrlal lunctlon, it onaM not be cnnnider
cd ;u an authority to the jndg, » com port tig the eourt to e x
erciae tbe power oat of oo«n ia lh« obareatae of ci)Wiui*M<in
er»."

I cli> not Me bow there ia any ronNlet between the two.
Mr. STANTON' I look uju n the «ite. i of thr decinnm

in ao entirely difl%retit lijrht (Vom my friend from .South
Carolina The caw of Ferrelra »*.-¦ carried Bp to th. Su¬
preme. Court of the I'niU'd Statw, at the siikh, -',""i l>t" the
Secretary of the Treasury, for the parpoce of determining
the ouustion of interest. The district attorney of the Uni¬
ted State* wiu directed to ar^ue ami eontcit ihiit **e lie
lore the ju<l)ten in Florida. He did no; md the Judge
(Bronsou) delivered one of the nuiM learnnd, forcible, and
conclusive opinions llutt I have ever rmd. 1 now have it
before me, and. If it wi re necessary, 1 could quote pusirtgea
showing that the decision of the Secretary was utterly nn
wnrranted by n.ny principle of l»w. The Supreme Court
of the United Sutns, whatever they may have mid in their
decision, have not touched the points contested in that
case. They dismissed the appeal for want ot' jurisdiction,
and having no jurisdiction or the case, whatever they ntn\
have said uixin any }>oiiit involved in not a decision it is.
in technical langu i^i}, a mere obiter dCrfum, and ought not
to l»e cited as authority, especially when their argument is

agaitijit wdl-MtlM principles of constitutional construc¬
tion.

But BOW, Mr. Speaker, suppose the Secretary of the
Treasury had authority to review these cases; and sup¬
pose, in pursuance of that authority, he has dbt ided those
claims upon the grounds upon whicn he 1ms placed his de¬
cision and suppose, further, he has committed a gross er¬
ror: what is Congress to do? If you w ill read tbe opin-
ion-» of the Attorneys General, from the inception of this
controversy, you will find that every one of them entirely
overlooks the principles ot" public law applicable to the case,
and bases his opinion solely and distinctly upon " the
usnge of the department" I have already shown, I think,
that whatever authority the Secretary mtiy have had to
review thsawards and modify them, it could not have been
in his capacity of Secretary, but in the wholly different
one of commissioner or Jhdge. If the judges in Klorida did
not act as judges, tbe Secretary of the Tr easury did not
act rs a mere executive officer. He wan, therefore, not at
all confined to the principle* governing in the ordinary
routine of departmental business. He Was a judge, adjudi
eatingtri 1 -abject only to the prim iphu
.i^pii-.aU< ii iiat capacity of judge, he lias
decided a prin international law contrary to every
iiuthorily to he found upon the fiwe of the glob*. I ask if
W# ought not to correct these mistakes made by the Secre¬
tary of the Treasury ? Here Is the opinion of the present
Attorney General, in which he distinctly admits that the
weight of authority.and he ought to have said ill author* 10
i.y-.is against the decision of the Treasury officer. But,
admitting the weight of authority to he against it, he says:
" 1 recommend, therefore, that the matter he now laid be¬

fore Congress In the form required by the r< o) it ion of the
Senate."
For what purpose? To decide a grout principle of inter--

national law, which is to control this government) an I all
ot|ier governments, in all similar coses.

Sir, 1 have cot, like tht gentleman frotu South Carolina,
thought it necessary or proper to go behind thr decisions
of the Florida judges. The Secretary has not attempted to
go behind them. He !ut« OppnKudf Mf nwirdi. Let this
act bo distinctly understood. Whatever authority he may
have thought proper to exercise in reviewing the cases and
ordering them back, be bus appruvtd the awards, and they
stand uniuiwached and unimpeachable upon auy just prin¬
ciple, notwithstanding the violent denunciation of the gen¬
tleman from South Carolina.

Mr. ORR. Tbe Secretary of the Treasury, in the exercise
of the authority conferred upou him by the act of 18'.!.!, re¬

jected many of the claims which were seat to him by those
judges.

Mr. STANTON. The Secretary of the Treasury did re¬

ject and send them back, aud the judges were hi all in¬
stances directed to re-examine them, and take new proof.
These cases were sifted as thoroughly as ever auy oases
were sifted in any court of justice. Tbe interests of tbe
United States were carefully attended to, both by the
judges and by the Seiretary of the Treasury. Every sort
if testimony in tbe know ledge of^ either of the parties wadi-
.ected to be taken, and it w as only win u the cases were thus
ifled that they came back to the Secretary of the Treasury,
uui were by him approved. I beg the House will under-
taud this fact, that the Secretary approved these decisions,
aud allowed them, with the exception of the interval, which
he believed was not allowed in similar cases. There was
his mistake; there was bis plain violation of authority,
because he approved the estimates of tbe judges of the ju-
duial tribunal which made them, aud he pronounced upon
a mere point of law, in which tin Florida judges were

right, and lie was.wrung. I place this important fact
against the loud and violeuI assertions of the gentleman
from South Carolina. The Secretary did not con-idnr or
decide that, tbe Florida judg' s had allowed loo much. On
the contrary, he admitted their awards, and endorsed them
wab his approval; but (m st'companied It ia approval with
a decision against the allowance of interest. 1 insist that
the action of the Secretary shall be considered precisely
according to it* legitimate force and effect, which was to
.anciion the facts and estimates of the Florida judges, and
'.o overrule them in tbe application of a rule of law. 1
therefore maintain that tbe awards are not open to ques¬
tion, except so far as the interest isconcerued The gentle¬
man from South Carolina is not justified upon any princi¬
ple in going behind these awards; but if he were, it would
IjS unfair aud illiberal to stigmatize the awards, approved
as they have been, without looking al the testimuoy on

which they were made.
The whole question, therefore, ia-iug narrowed down to

the point of law involved m tbe decision of the Secretaries,
1 li-fcl that it would be an insult to tin intelligence of this
itousa, aud o*(i«cially of the ruauy professional lawyers iu

it, to produce an argument to show the error committed.
I content invself with referring te Uut authorities quoted
in my report. No one lias contested those citations of au¬

thority. The principia stands acknowledged Every court
and every oawatlsaioa have allowed interest in Iia«- u»e».
Our government demands it upon all o<ca«iuns; and, as 1
havehereiotoi' said, we must hereafter abandon all such
claims, aud announce a new pi in' iplein tbe law <,t nations,
if w<» refuse to pay the present demand, li will is- the
foulest violation of past Obligations, it is trur but we shall
measurably redeem our "elves, if, iu repudiating tins debt,
we at the same tunu announce that We hall always ait
uiion the same principle wlieu we Ui.ikc dl maud, ol indem¬
nity from other governments.
M friend Irorn h iutb Carolina alluded to the f i t that

the Florida judges had been allowed additional compensa¬
tion for their service in these cases. 1 cannot see that
h is I .it l has any Waring upou lbs question They were

required to take cognisance of cases which opened up a

new field for adjudication whUli greatly im re c-i i their
labors for a period of several years. It was just as reason-
ablate allow them additional «W»pi nsstius as it they bad
been appointed iu tbe capacity ot commissioners.

I will now yield to the gentleman from Florid^[Mr.
Maawsi.u,J upon tbe condition that he will call the previous

Mr. MAXWELL. Mr. Speaker, f feel It incumbent upon
iue to say something U> the Mouse in refcrvnoe to toe claim
¦wider consideration] although mu< U I would h.»ve said,
bad 1 obtained tfea Boor when my friend rrom r«nn*nse
» .s recognised, it.»- tsi'ir already sard t*v h yi ^e^ ill tbi
discussion whi< h we have had here this morning, it has
fK'en pot Ul s position where my own self-rwpect and th«
respect which I entertain for the constituency who hate

ut me to this hall foC'id that I should long.rr remain

lent In mv scat I otue, then, not only to urge tbe pro¬
priety of "the passage of the bill, but to vindicate my peo-
pi*L to vindicate JOft «aiosnt otBiers of government i"

iiidc ale nil w ho liase bad connexion wltli this <iano from
ibe cherg whi« b has born boldly maiie against th< ni upon
tl s floor, of having perpitratcd s fraud U)mti the Oongiuas
df list I'uMMW I feel that they csn be vindicated ,

-.nd realty the case I* so plain that 1 shall have to make but
little effort to brash away the bi»j>-t»-ar which the gentle¬
man has raised before the «v <"« oiboooratde iiteihwe


